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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts Civic League 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 8 
Extent: 10 boxes (13 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Massachusetts Civic League Records. 
State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Gift of Kitty S. Duryee, 1984. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, 1986. Updated by Brenda Howitson, 
1992. Updated by Abigail Cramer, March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the efforts of the Massachusetts Civic League to reorganize 
the Commonwealth’s system of public welfare, particularly as it pertained to charitable and reform 
institutions run by the state. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
Series I: Background and Membership contains general information about the League and its 
members, meeting minutes, and committee records. Series II: Activities documents the activities 
of the League, including information about its 50th anniversary, at which then-Congressman John 
F. Kennedy was the featured speaker. Series III: Administration and Finance documents the 
finances and office operations of the League and also includes League correspondence.  Series 
IV: Legislation contains materials regarding various issues and legislative action in which the 
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League was involved during its long history, including issues such as crime control, education, 
Good Government Day, public health, and welfare. Series V: Visual Materials includes 
photographs and glass plate negatives.  Series VI: Publications includes the League’s newsletter. 
Series VII: Scrapbooks includes four scrapbooks documenting the Civic League. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
 The 1897, a Children’s Bureau Association (precursor to the Massachusetts Civic League) was 
formed with William D. Fowler as President, Joseph Lee as Vice President and Mrs. Louis 
Brandeis as Treasurer.  The object of the Association was to reorganize and extend the system of 
caring for the poor and neglected children of the Commonwealth.  There arose a demand for a 
complete revision of the Massachusetts system of public welfare as it existed under the State 
Board of Lunacy and Charity.  A commission was established to investigate the charitable and 
reform institutions of the state.  Shortly after the Commission’s report was issued, the Citizen’s 
Association on the Report of the Commission of State Charitable and Reformatory Institutions 
was formed “to consider ways and means to secure the enactment of measures proposed by the 
Commonwealth.”  Officers of the Association were William Lawrence, Chair, and Joseph Lee, 
Vice-Chair.  Out of these investigations, the Massachusetts Civic League was born.  On January 
23, 1899 a constitution was adopted that changed the name of the Association to the 
Massachusetts Civic League.  Its purpose was made plain in the second article of it constitution:  
“The object of the Association is to inform and organize public sentiment in matters pertaining to 
the charitable and reformatory interests and institutions of the Commonwealth and to promote the 
study, careful framing, and systematic agitation of measures of social improvements.” 
 
Although Joseph Lee is considered the founder of the Civic League, its first president was the 
Reverend William Lawrence, with Joseph Lee serving as vice-president until 1915.  Lee, also the 
father of the American playground movement, accepted the position of President in 1915, retired 
in 1936, and died in 1938.  Lee was one of the seminal figures of the League’s early days, as 
were Bishop Lawrence, Judge and Mrs. Louis Brandeis, and others. 
 
Among the Civic League’s achievements, the following are prominent: the agitation by the 
League for state care of the insane, the development of a playground system in Boston, the 
passages of a bill to protect parks and highways from disfigurement by advertisements, the 
formation of a juvenile court, and civil service reform.  The League was deeply involved with 
issues such as mental health, prison reform and parole, civil service, billboard control, housing, 
public welfare, civic education of youth through Student Government Day, educational television 
programming, and judicial reform.  These are just a handful of activities of an association that 
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started its work with about sixty members; at its height, the League’s membership swelled to 
1200 people. 
 
The League officially dissolved on November 30, 1983.  Subsequently, a fund was established 
with the Permanent Charity Fund of which the League was a sub-charity. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in six series as follows: 
Series I: Background and Membership 
Series II: Activities 
Series III: Administration and Finance 
Series IV: Legislation 
Series V: Visual Materials 
Series VI: Publications 
Series VII: Scrapbooks 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
This collection was a gift of Kitty S. Duryee in 1981. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 8 – Massachusetts Civil League Records 
Page 4 of 10 
Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Background and Membership, 1899-1981.  
Scope and Content 
This series contains general information about the League and its members, meeting minutes, 
and committee records. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 The Massachusetts Civic League, More Peaks than 
Valleys: The Story of the First Campaign, 1897-1900 by 
Kitty S. Duryee 
ca. 1973 
1 2 Drafts: More Peaks than Valleys undated 
1 3-6 Drafts and Information for More Peaks than Valleys (4 
folders) 
undated 
1 7 “The Massachusetts Civic League” by H. Manuel Dobrusin undated 
1 8 Joseph Lee Material undated 
1 9-11 Writings by Joseph Lee (3 folders) undated 
1 12 League By-laws, Constitution, Background Information undated 
1 13-14 Biographical Information: League Officers and Members (2 
folders) 
undated 
1 15       Officers and Directors of the League undated 
1 16-22 Membership Lists and Information (7 folders) undated 
1 23 List of Committee Members undated 
1 24 Minutes, First Annual Meeting of League 1899 
1 25-47 Minutes of Meetings (23 folders) undated, 
1922-1981 
2 48 Archives Committee undated 
2 49 Audit Committee undated 
2 50 Billboard Committee undated 
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2 51 Education Committee undated 
2 52-54 Forms of Government Committee (3 folders) undated 
2 55 Land Use Committee undated 
2 56 Long Range Planning Committee undated 
2 57 Membership Committee undated 
2 58 Public Service Committee undated 
2 59 Public Welfare Committee undated 
2 60 Recreation Committee undated 
2 61-64 Students’ Committee on State Affairs (4 folders) undated 
2 65 Town Room Research Committee undated 
2 66 Massachusetts Community Organization Service undated 
2 67 Speakers’ Bureau undated 
2 68 Town Library undated 
2 69-71 Selected Documents Concerning the Civic League (3 
folders) 
undated 
2 71a Radio Programs of the Civic League undated 
 
 
Series II: Activities, 1928-1979.  
Scope and Content 
This series documents the activities of the League, including information about its 50th 
anniversary at which then-Congressman John F. Kennedy was the featured speaker. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 72-73  Lectures at or Sponsored by the Civic League (2 folders) 1928-1979 
2 74-77 Civic League Luncheons and Banquets (4 folders) undated 
2 78-79  Fiftieth Anniversary of Civic League (2 folders) 1949 
2 80 Sixtieth and Seventy-fifth Anniversaries of the Civic League undated 
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Series III: Administration and Finance, 1918-1981.  
Scope and Content 
This series documents the finances and office operations of the League and also includes 
League correspondence. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 81-89 Financial Reports (9 folders) 1923-1980 
2 90 Employment of Legislative Counsel undated 
2 91 Lease, etc. undated 
2 92 Petty Cash undated 
3 93-94 Tax Forms: Unemployment Compensation Forms (2 
folders) 
undated 
3 95 Cabot Fund   undated 
3 96 Estate of Alice B. Tapley undated 
3 97 Notes on Support from Foundations undated 
3 98-234 Correspondence (137 folders) undated, 
1918-1981 
 
 
Series IV: Legislation, 1940-1979.  
Scope and Content 
This series contains materials regarding various issues and legislative action in which the League 
was involved during its long history, including issues such as crime control, education, Good 
Government Day, public health and welfare. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
6 235  Aged undated 
6 236 Alleys undated 
6 237-239 Billboards (3 folders) undated 
6 240 Billboards: Special Commission Report undated 
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6 241 Billboards: Clippings undated 
6 242 Boston School of Pharmacy undated 
6 242a Civil Service undated 
6 243-244 Crime and Corrections (2 folders) undated 
6 245 Crime and Corrections: Clippings undated 
6 246 Crime Comics undated 
6 247 Debt of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: Article undated 
6 248-249 Education (2 folders) undated 
6 250 Education: Boston Public Schools, Information Newsletter undated 
6 251 Education: Regional Schools undated 
6 252 Fireworks undated 
6 253-262 Good Government Day (10 folders) undated 
6 263 Good Government Day: Clippings and Memorabilia 1948 
6 264-265 Good Government Day: Memorabilia (2 folders) undated 
6 266-268 Good Government Day: Clippings (3 folders) undated 
6 269 Good Government Day: Maine and Connecticut undated 
7 270 Hand Gun Control undated 
7 271 Housing undated 
7 272 Governor’s Mansion: Bills and Study undated 
7 273-279 Juvenile Delinquency (7 folders) undated 
7 280 Lotteries and Gambling undated 
7 281-283 Mental Health (3 folders) undated 
7 284-286 Motion Pictures (3 folders) undated 
7 287 Motion Pictures: Chicago Council, Legion of Decency undated 
7 288 Motion Pictures: National Legion of Decency undated 
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7 289 Motor Vehicle Operations: Age for Driver’s License undated 
7 290  Ombudsman for Massachusetts undated 
7 291-292 Parole/Capital Punishment (2 folders) undated 
7 293 Plan E Form of City Government undated 
7 294 Playgrounds/Recreation undated 
7 295-296 Police/Police Training (2 folders) undated 
7 297-298 Prison Reform (2 folders) undated 
7 299-304 Public Television (6 folders) undated 
7 305 Public Television - Educational Television News undated 
7 306 Public Health undated 
7 307-309 Public Welfare (3 folders) undated 
7 310-311 Structure of State Government (2 folders) undated 
8 312 Town Manager Legislation undated 
8 313 Trailers undated 
8 314 The Vote for the 18 Year Olds undated 
8 315-316 Youth (2 folders) undated 
8 317 Zoning undated 
8 318-321 Legislation, Roll Call (4 folders) 1940s 
8 322-323 Legislation, General (2 folders) 1948, 1950s 
8 324-325 Massachusetts Community Service Organization (2 
folders) 
1950s 
8 326-328 Legislation 1960s, 1970s, undated; Ballot Referenda 
(3 folders) 
1960s, 1970s 
8 329-331 Ballot Referenda, Miscellaneous (3 folders) 1946, 1948, 1950 
8 332 Dare, Inc. (Dynamic Action Residence Enterprise) undated 
8 333 Massachusetts League of Women Voters undated 
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Series V: Visual Materials, 1910-1954.  
Scope and Content 
This series includes photographs and glass plate negatives. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
8 334 The Twentieth Century Club Photographs undated 
8 335-338 Photographs (4 folders) 1910-1945 
8 339 Photographs, duplicates 1910-1945 
10  8 glass plate negatives of the Town Room undated 
Framed photographs:  
1: Student Government Day, Massachusetts high school students, State 
House, Boston 
March 13, 
1953 
2: Student Government Day, Massachusetts high school students, State 
House, Boston 
March 12, 
1954 
 
Series VI: Publications, 1923-1982.  
Scope and Content 
This series includes the League’s newsletter. 
 
Box # Folder # Publication Title Date 
8 340-354 "The Lens" (15 folders) 3/1923-3/1982 
 
Series VII: Scrapbooks, 1897-1922.  
Scope and Content 
This series includes four scrapbooks documenting the Civic League. 
 
Box # Book # Book Title Date 
9 1 Record of early Civic League work; Citizens Association on 
the Report of the Commission on State Charitable and 
Reformatory Institutions 
1897 
9 2 Record of early Massachusetts Civic League 1899-1900 
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9 3 Record of early Massachusetts Civic League work 1903-1908 
10 4 Record of early Massachusetts Civic League work 1911-1922 
 
 
 
